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m Further documents are listed inthe continuation of oo C,
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cannet be canslderad to Invalve an inventlve step when the
dcument Is combined with one or more other sueh o~
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Box | Cbservatlans where certain ¢laims were found unsearchable (Continuation of tem T of first sheef)

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain clalims under Aricle 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

Claims Nea.: A7-6G6
becauss they relale to subject matter not required to be searched by this Autharity, namely:

Rule 39.1{iv) PCT - Method far treatment of the human or animal body hy
Surgery

2, m Claims Nos.: 16,17,19-21
hecause they relete to parts of he Internations) Application that do net comply with the preseiibed requiraments o such

an exdisnt that ne mearingful International Search can be carried out, speciflcally:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/Z10

3. D (laims Nes.:
basause they are depandant claims and are rot drafted in accordance with the sscond and third sentences of Fule 6.4(z).

Box )l Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Centinuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This Intsmational Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intemationa) application, as fellows:

saa additional sheet

1. |:| A all requived additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, ihis tnfemational Search Report oovers ail
searchalble daims.

Z. As all searchahble claims could he searched without effort Justifying an additions) fee, this Autherity did not invite payment
of any aditional fee,

3. D A3 only some of the required addiienz ssarch fees wers Imely pald by the applicant, s Irtemational Bensch Report
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International Application No, PCTHS 03 18935

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 21(

This International Searching Authority found multiple {groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-15,18,22-28

An endoluminal surgical device for Fastening muitiple tissue
Tayers comprising & tissue fastener, a flexible needle
having means for grasping and releasing a portion of the
tissue fastener, and s deflector for deflecting and guiding
the needle toward the multiple tissue layers.

2. Claims: 29-38

A tissue fastener used to Jjoin multiple tissue layers,
comprising a flexible suture having a distal end and a
proximal end; and 2 Tocking mechanism configured to
interconnect the distal end and the proximal end to form the
suture inte a closed Toop.

3. Claims: 39-46

A tissue fastener used to Join multipie tissue Tayers,
comprising a connecting member; a distal fastening member
fixedly connecfed to a distal portion of the connecting
member; and a proximal fastening member movably coupled %o
the connecting member proximate a proximal partian of the
connecting member; wherein, after the muitiple tissue layers
are placed between the distal and preximal fastening
members, the proximal fastening member 1is moved relative to
the connecting member to adjust the tension of the tissue
fastener,
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International Application: No. PCTAIS 03 18935

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASAS 210

Continuation of Box 1.2

Claims Nos.: 16,17,19-21

Claim 16 15 dependent on claim 22, claim 17 on claim 23 and claims 19-721
on claim 25. A Tack of clarity (and/er conciseness) within the meaning of
Article 6 PCT arises to such an extent as to render a meaningful search
of the claims impossible.

The applicant’s attention i1s drawn te the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no fnternational
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination {Rule 66.1{e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO pelicy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Avthority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not heen searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report ar during any Chapter II procedure.
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